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Ecozon@	 was	 gestated	 in	 the	 spring	 of	 2007	 in	 Extremadura,	 in	 the	 imposing	
Monfragüe	national	park,	home	to	280	species	of	the	most	significant	animals	of	Spain,	
many	of	them	in	danger	of	extinction.	Not	a	bad	place	for	a	journal	devoted	to	the	study	
of	 literature,	 culture,	and	nature	 to	start	 its	 life.	The	 journal’s	proud	parents	had	been	
mulling	 over	 the	 idea	 for	 quite	 some	 time,	 but	 the	 responsibility	 of	 bringing	 a	 new	
publication	into	the	world	made	them	cautious.	Monfragüe	had	been	the	chosen	venue	for	
the	first	GIECO	seminar,	and	it	gave	the	group	the	opportunity	to	experience	how	well	we	






in	 motion,	 and	 the	 progeny	 was	 presented	 in	 October	 2008,	 in	 the	 course	 of	 the	 3rd	
EASLCE	Biennial	Conference,	held	at	the	University	of	Alcalá.		
		 Beginnings	 are	 usually	 hard,	 but	 fortunately	 they	 often	 go	 hand	 in	 hand	 with	
extraordinary	enthusiasm.	And	if	you	are	lucky	to	share	the	task	of	managing	the	edition	
of	a	 journal	with	a	 friend,	 then	the	going	 is	 less	tough.	Our	enthusiasm	and	hard	work	
habits	 allowed	 us	 to	 establish	 a	 routine	 and	 to	 assign	 tasks	 effectively,	 despite	 the	
geographical	 distance	 that	 separated,	 but	 never	 divided,	 the	 whole	 editorial	 team.	
Although	Carmen	Flys	immediately	accepted	the	leadership	and	managed	to	coordinate	
the	 setting	 up	 process,	 as	 well	 as	 the	 painstaking	 task	 of	 soliciting	 funding	 from	 the	




support	 to	 the	 journal,	 or	when	Axel	Goodbody	was	 recruited	 as	 the	balancing	 figure,	
associate	editor,	in	charge	of	the	editorial	for	the	General	Section	of	each	new	issue,	and	
to	 provide	 a	 much	 appreciated	 thorough	 final	 review	 to	 the	 articles.	 From	 its	 very	
beginning,	 Ecozon@	 has	 remained	 an	 international	 journal,	 starting	 with	 its	 original	
editorial	team	and	its	acceptance	of	articles	written	in	five	languages.		We	certainly	had	
trouble	setting	up,	but	struggled	to	understand	the	world	of	computing	and	programming	
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to	 task	distribution	 and	 reassignment	of	 responsibilities.	 Irene	 Sanz	became	our	most	
faithful	support	and	the	bridge	with	Carmen	Flys.	It	was	not	rare	to	receive	messages	from	




		 Most	 of	 the	 renowned	 scholars	 we	 approached	 to	 submit	 their	 essays	 for	 the	
inaugural	 issue	 showed	 immediate	 interest	 and	 provided	 very	 useful	 information	 for	
improvement	as	well	as	encouragement	and	technical	support,	embarking	themselves	in	
the	 design	 and	 managing	 of	 the	 journal	 itself	 besides	 contributing	 with	 their	 essays	
“crafted”	for	the	special	occasion.	Satisfied	as	we	are	today	with	the	results	of	that	first	










that	we	 kept	 all	 the	 years	we	worked	 together	 as	managing	 editors.	 Looking	 for	 new	
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rewarding,	and	not	just	at	the	intellectual	level.	Members	of	the	editorial	team	working	
on	 the	 second	 issue	 of	 2011	 (“Ecospirit:	 Religion	 and	 Environment”)	were	 the	 happy	
recipients	of	a	magnificent	box	of	Belgian	chocolates	from	Franca	Bellarsi,	as	a	token	of	





changed	all	 that.	Although	 the	 issue	will	 still	 be	published	 in	 the	 autumn	of	2020,	 the	
conference,	however,	has	been	postponed	till	that	of	2021,	just	as	Ecozon@	will	turn	into	
a	pre-adolescent.	It	will	still	be	too	young	to	toast	with	a	glass	of	champagne,	but	EASLCE	
members	attending	the	conference	will	have	the	opportunity	to	raise	their	glasses	to	the	
journal’s	long	and	healthy	life.	Till	then,	we	can	still	do	so	from	the	comforts	of	our	homes	
and	the	glare	of	our	screens.	Happy	birthday,	Ecozon@,	and	many	happy	returns	of	the	
day!	
	
	
	
